JD/ML

12 September 2011

Dear Parents

It was good to see so many of you at last week’s Meet the Teacher evening. I do hope the new year’s routine is starting to make sense to you and your child.  In this letter, I would like to reiterate and expand upon some of the new and exciting changes you will have heard about for this year, especially as explanation was quite brief last Thursday.  Some of the changes are reflections of your thoughts in the recent Parental Surveys; others are part of our ongoing initiatives to take Richmond House forward.

· We are delighted to announce that Richmond House will have its own holiday activity club (RHKC) on site from this October half term.  The club will be run by Mr Nick Coulson who was responsible for setting up the hugely successful Kings Camps in this area.  Nick has now formed his own company, PE Fundamentals, and will be working here with his team to provide activities encompassing sport, craft, music and drama for ages 3 to 11, with care available from 8.00am to 6.00pm.  It will run at half terms and during the Easter and Summer holidays.  If there is sufficient interest, it may also run for part of the Christmas break.  We are sure that this will be a very valuable service to many of you and hope that you support it.  Further details are available on our website, see the home page link.  There is also a 10% discount for early booking.  Do contact Nick or me via the school office, if you have any questions.

· We have introduced breakfast to pre school care to give you more time in the mornings.  The breakfast will consist of cereal with milk, fruit or fruit juice and yoghurt.  It will be served in the dining room from 7.45am with “last orders” at 8.15am.  The charge for care only will remain at £3.00 per session – with breakfast it will be £4.00.  

· You will have noticed, I hope, that the area by the front gate is now home to our new bike racks for the use of the children and the staff alike.  The Parents’ Association were kind enough to help with this purchase as part of our Eco Schools Policy and we hope that more children will now use their bicycles to come to school.  Please bring your own chain!
· This year, we have introduced French to Reception and Year 1 so that it is taught throughout school.  In addition, Spanish has been added to the curriculum in Years 5 and 6.  Richmond House has been awarded the Links Mark for innovative foreign language teaching for the excellent work of Mrs Lucas and Mrs Hewitt.  We are fortunate to have such good linguists in school enabling us to give a broad modern foreign language curriculum to our children.

· We have introduced half termly effort reports for Years 1 to 6, the first one will come to you on 21 October.  Effort will be graded and, in addition, there will be a brief comment for every subject.  A full explanation of the gradings will accompany the first report so that it is clear to everyone.  This means that we will report to you on your child’s progress six times a year, as follows:-

· 21 October Effort Report

· 9 December Effort and Form Report, for Year 6 NFER Verbal and Non-Verbal results included.

· 17 February Effort Report (excluding Year 6 for this report only)

· 3 April Effort Report

· 1 June Effort Report

· 29 June full end of year report as at present.

We hope that this will give a fuller picture of the monitoring that is done in school. 

We will be using a variety of formal assessments throughout the year, some of which you are already familiar with.  At the start of the academic year, we will be using ASPECTS and PIPS in the Foundation Stage, as before, and testing the children’s reading and spelling ages from Year 1 onwards.  Years 3 to 6 will be assessed in October using NFER Verbal and Non-Verbal papers.  We have brought these tests forward in the year as they give us a more complete picture of a child’s abilities and potential alongside the reading and spelling age tests.  This will allow us to more closely monitor individual progress and set targets for the year ahead.  The results have to be taken together and interpreted to be useful so it is not our intention to give out raw data, but the staff will contact you after assessments to discuss any concerns they have and explain how we will handle any issues that arise.  NFER progress in English and Maths tests, Years 1 to 5, will be taken at the end of the school year, as they were in 2011 to establish how much progress has been made in the course of the year.  The Verbal and Non-Verbal scores for Years 5 and 6 will be reported to you, as this is helpful in optimising senior school choice.  Parents’ Evenings will continue in the format you are familiar with and will give opportunities for discussion about individual children, however, please remember that staff are available to you informally or by appointment at other times.

· You should have already had, from your child’s form teacher, both a timetable and homework timetable, so that you know what is needed when.  Please will you ensure you sign the homework book or reading record daily, so that we are sure you see any messages we send home.  We will check the books here daily so that we see any incoming messages.  Homework should not be taking more than 20 minutes a night in Year 2, or 30 minutes in Years 3, 4, and 5.  Year 6, of course, have different and often specific requirements before the entrance examinations.  Please help us by monitoring the time taken on homework tasks and letting us know if there are any problems.

· On the homework front, I have introduced a general knowledge task each week for Years 3 to 6.  On a Monday, your child will be given a set of questions on a theme and an answer has to be found from books, from the Internet or by asking you at home.  The answers must come in on Friday morning.  I hope that, not only will the children’s general knowledge develop, but that they will have fun searching out the answers and, of course, this is the one homework that should be a family occasion.  This has been explained to the children already.  If any of you want to suggest a theme or set of questions, do let me know.

· Following many comments from you on the “different way” Maths is taught these days, we have a “This is Maths” information evening for Years 3 to 6 on 21 September at 6.30pm.  Do come along and find out how we teach your child such things as long division, which is bound to have changed since you last did it!  It will certainly help you follow what your child is doing and be useful when you are overseeing homework.  If you would like to attend, please let the school office know.

· The start of term letter listed Parents’ Evenings for the whole year which should help those of you who find such advanced notice useful.  On these evenings, After School Care will be extended to the end of the Parents’ Evenings to enable you to attend appointments more easily.

· If you wish to contact a member of staff, please use the teachers’ direct emails, this is the initial and name @rhschool.org, eg jbloggs@rhschool.org, or your email can be sent to enquiries@rhschool.org and we will forward it for you.

I know that this a lot to take in at once – do call if you need clarification.  Lastly, may I remind you that certain school policies are available to you from the school office, electronically or in paper format should you wish to see them:

· Admissions, including exclusions

· Discipline: Behaviour, Anti-Bullying, Rewards and Sanctions

· Curriculum, including provision for children with specific needs, a statement, or for whom English is a foreign language

· School Trips

· Child Protection – this can also be viewed on the website www.rhschool.org via the Pastoral Care tab

· Health and Safety provision.

· I am happy to inform you that no formal complaints were received in the school year 2010-2011.

There was a lovely atmosphere in school for the first days back, with everyone settling in quickly and keen to make the most of the new school year.  We hope to see all of you at the events this term, but do please contact us if anything concerns you.

Kind regards.

Yours sincerely
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Jane Disley

Headmistress
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